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SUBJECT: MESSAGE FOR PRESIDENT SENGHOR 

REF: DAKAR 2665 

1 . EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO DELIVER FOLLOWING LETTER TO 
PRESIDENT SEHGDHOR 

2. 'DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF 
APRIL 14, REGARDING RECENT EVENTS IN AFRICA, WHICH 
THREATEN THE PEACE, STABILITY, AND PROSPECTS FOR DEVELOP 
MENT OF THE CONTINENT. 
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"YOU SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED YOUR CONCERN THAT, ALTHOUGH 
THE WEST HAS NOT REMAINED INDIFFERENT TO THE AGGRESSION 
AGAINST ZAIRE, THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN RETICENT IN 
ITS SUPPORT OF THAT GOVERNMENT. I WANT TO ASSURE YOU 
THAT WE SUPPORT THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF ZAIRE. WE 
BELIEVE THAT OUR EMERGENCY RESPONSE TO ZAIRE'S REQUIRE- 
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MENTS AT THE TIME OF THE SHABA INVASION WAS APPROPRIATE 
TO THE CIRCUMSTANCES. OUR LONGSTANDING ECONOMIC AND 
MILITARY AID PROGRAMS WILL CONTINUE AND WE INTEND AS 
BEFORE TO GIVE ZAIRE OUR POLITICAL SUPPORT. 

"OUR SUPPORT FOR THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF ZAIRE 
PARALLELS AFRICAN CONCERNS FOR THE SAME PRINCIPLE. AS 
WE LOOK TO AFRICAN SOLUTIONS TO AFRICAN PROBLEMS, WE 
WELCOME THE MEDIATION EFFORT OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
OF NIGERIA. OUR MEASURED ACTIONS WITH REGARD TO AIDING 
ZAIRE DURING THE SHABA CRISIS WERE IN GREAT PART DESIGNED 
TO GIVE MAXIMUM OPPORTUNITY FOR THE NIGERIAN MEDIATION 
EFFORTS TO SUCCEED. OUR AIRLIFT OF NON-LETHAL MILITARY 
ITEMS. I BELIEVE, HAS BEEN HELPFUL IN THIS REGARD. I 
HAVE NOTED YOUR GOVERNMENT S DECISION TO SEND MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES TO ZAIRE, WHICH I REGARD AS AN APPROPRIATE 
AND PRAISEWORTHY STEP TO MEET ZAIRE S NEEDS. 

"YOUR LETTER ALSO REFERRED TO A STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO 
AMBASSADOR ANDREW YOUNG THAT IT WOULD NOT BE SERIOUS IF 
THE AFRICAN STATES CHOSE A POLICY OF MARXISM-LENINISM, 
PROVIDED THAT THEY CONTINUED TO TRADE WITH THE UNITED 
STATES. I BELIEVE THAT THIS STATEMENT AND OTHER SIMILARLY 
ATTRIBUTED STATEMENTS TO THE EFFECT THAT 'COMMUNISTS 
IN AFRICA PRESENT NO DANGER' SERIOUSLY MISREPRESENT 
AMBASSADOR YOUNG'S VIEWS ON AFRICA AND THE ACTUAL STATE- 
MENTS HE HAS MADE. HE DID, IN AN APRIL 1 1 PRESS SESSION, 
COMMENT THAT 'WE DO ALMOST EVERYTHING SO MUCH BETTER 
THAN THEY (THE COMMUNISTS) THE SOONER THE FIGHTING STOPS 
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AND THE TRADING BEGINS THE QUICKER WE WIN.' I REGRET THE 
PRESS DISTORTION OF AMBASSADOR YOUNG'S STATEMENT. AMBASSA- 
DOR YOUNG AND I SHARE A COMMON POSITION ON AFRICA. WE 
SHARE YOUR OWN CONCERN REGARDING SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THAT 
CONTINENT, AND WE SUPPORT RESOLUTION OF AFRICAN PROBLEMS 
IN A REGIONAL CONTEXT. OUR EVOLVING AFRICAN POLICY IS 
DESIGNED TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE STABILITY OF THE AREA, TO 
SUPPORT THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF AFRICAN STATES, AND 
TO ASSIST IN THEIR DEVELOPMENT. 

"IN CLOSING, PLEASE BE ASSURED THAT I VERY MUCH APPRECIATE 
RECEIVING YOUR THOUGHTFUL VIEWS ON AFRICAN, MIDDLE EAST, 
AND OTHER WORLD PROBLEMS. I TRUST THAT THE DIRECT 
COMMUNICATION WE HAVE ESTABLISHED WILL ASSIST US BOTH IN 
DEALING WITH THESE COMPLEX ISSUES. SINCERELY, CYRUS VANCE." 


VANCE 
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